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CAMEROON/NIGERIA

In 2017, Boko Haram forced at least 135 

children in north-east Nigeria and in 

Cameroon to become suicide bombers, five 

times as many as in 2016, UNICEF said in a 

28 December report decrying that children in 

conflict zones around the world have come 

under attack “at a shocking scale.” Boko 

Haram has come under increased military 

pressure over the past two years. In turn, the 

group has upped the use of suicide 

bombings, often forcing girls and women to 

carry explosives to detonate in crowded 

areas.

CHAD

The governor of the southern Guéra region on 

22 December called for international 

assistance following widespread crop failure. 

The region recorded around 34,000-ton drop 

in cereal production in the 2107 harvest due 

to flood destruction in some areas and rainfall 

deficit in others. Wells and water pans have 

already dried up, jeopardising market farming 

on which many families rely. More than 

21,000 people are struggling with severe food 

insecurity in the region.

DR CONGO

A record 4.3 million people were internally 

displaced in 2017, more than double the 

previous year’s 2 million, according to data 

released on 28 December. North Kivu 

remains the most affected with 1 million 

people displaced, followed by Tanganyika 

and South Kivu. In Kasai region, some 

900,000 are still displaced even after 

hundreds of thousand others have returned 

home in recent months. Minors represent the 

majority of the displaced, and women are 

more at risk of displacement than men.
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CABO VERDE SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE

LIBERIA

Former football star George Weah won the 

26 December presidential run-off against 

Vice-President Joseph Boakai. UN 

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres lauded 

the peaceful conduct of the election that had 

been delayed due to legal challenges. Weah

will succeed Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Africa’s 

first-elected woman president, and mark the 

country’s first peaceful transfer of power in 

73 years.

NIGERIA

Between 8 and 25 December, 1,437 people 

fled to a transit camp in Pulka, a town near 

the Nigeria-Cameroon border. They 

abandoned their villages in Bama and 

Gwoza localities following increased military 

operations against Boko Haram. The camp’s 

population has now grown to 4,766, raising 

concerns of overcrowding as more are 

expected to arrive. Aid organisations are 

scaling up food, nutrition, water and 

sanitation assistance as well as basic 

household utensils.

Health authorities have reinforced 

surveillance of meningitis across 26 states 

prone to the disease whose epidemiological 

season runs from December to June. Eleven 

suspected cases and one death were 

reported in five states in the week that ended 

on 10 December. None of the cases was 

laboratory confirmed.  
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Visit the Weekly Regional Humanitarian Snapshot database at: https://weekly-wca.unocha.org 

MENINGITIS SURVEILLANCE 

REINFORCED

REGION SEEKS HELP AFTER 

FAILED HARVEST

OVER 1,400 FLEE VILLAGES TO 

CAMP

mailto:ocharowca@un.org
http://twitter.com/OCHAROWCA
http://bit.ly/WeeklyWCA

